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Understanding and Addressing 
Challenging Behaviors:

Expect Success

Webcast 12:
Reinforcement Plan

A division of the ESC of Central Ohio

Linking Research to Real Life.

Forms 
7a, 7b, 7c, 7d, 7e

Reinforcement
•Reinforcement may be discussed in two 
ways: 

•As a factor that increases a
•challenging behavior

As a tool teams can 
use to teach new 

behaviors 

EBP:  Reviewing Reinforcement

Reinforcement is an item, 
activity, or event that follows, 
and is contingent upon, a 
behavior and which 
increases the likelihood of 
that behavior being repeated.
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Positive Reinforcement Ratio

Truly Successful Teachers Reinforce Students at a Ratio of:

?    to 1

(This number includes verbal and non-verbal positive reinforcement.)

Tim Lewis, PBIS Presentation 10/1/13

Rules for Reinforcement
Must be INDIVIDUALLY 

determined

Reinforce NEW 
behavior frequently

Needs to be 
CONSISTENT

Need to see 
CHANGE in 

behavior

Must DIRECTLY 
follow targeted 

behavior

Types of Reinforcement

Tangible Token Activity Social

Reinforcement and Molly
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Reinforcement and Joe Reinforcement and Rubin

Behavior Plan Steps Chart Reinforcement and Your Student
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Linking Research to Real Life.

A division of the ESC of Central Ohio

Positive Reinforcement Ratio

Truly Successful Teachers Reinforce Students at a Ratio of:

5    to 1 ?

(This number includes verbal and non-verbal positive reinforcement.)

Tim Lewis, PBIS Presentation 10/1/13

Positive Reinforcement Ratio

Truly Successful Teachers Reinforce Students at a Ratio of:

10    to 1 ?  

(This number includes verbal and non-verbal positive reinforcement.)

Tim Lewis, PBIS Presentation 10/1/13

Positive Reinforcement Ratio

Truly Successful Teachers Reinforce Students at a Ratio of:

15    to 1

(This number includes verbal and non-verbal positive reinforcement.)

Tim Lewis, PBIS Presentation 10/1/13


