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Both NCLB and IDEA brought 
forth the importance of 
content rich instruction for ALL 
students, including those who 
previously were not 
considered capable of 
learning academic skills.   
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The skill sets associated with 
these standards represent 
important learning for all 
students, including those 
with significant cognitive 
disabilities.   
(Kearns, et al. 2011)  

!  So… Ohio has designed modules to support 
this very important work. S. Benson, K. Staugler (2013) SST Summer 

Institute 
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Purpose of the Modules 
!  To expand the knowledge of teachers 

supporting students with significant cognitive 
disabilities enhancing their ability to provide 
active learning opportunities targeting Ohio’s 
New Learning Standards. 

 
!  Navigation 
 
!  Content Understanding 
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The Modules will NOT… 
! Teach everything there is to know about 

each strand/domain or standard. 

! Provide ready-made lesson plans and 
materials for classroom instruction 
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The Modules will… 
!  Provide a foundation for the development of 

meaningful standards based lessons. 

!  Describe an effective planning process. 

!  Give examples of relevant lessons and 
materials. 

!  Show the connection between standards, the 
IEP and Alternate Assessment processes. 
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Modules have been.. 
! Carefully designed to relate specifically to 

the instruction of students with significant 
cognitive disabilities. 

! Referenced with best practice and 
research –based evidence. 

! Reviewed by intervention and content 
representatives. 
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The Modules: currently online 
! Module 1:  What are Extended Academic 

Content Standards?  
 

!  Describe the academic content standards for general 
education in the state of Ohio, including Ohio’s New 
Learning Standards (Common Core Standards for 
ELA and Mathematics and Ohio’s Revised Academic 
Content Standards for Science and Social Studies) 

!  Identify the purpose and structure of the OACS-E 
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The Modules: currently online 
! Module 2:  General Curriculum for Students 

with Significant Cognitive Disabilities 

!  Recognize the alignment of the general curriculum for 
students with significant disabilities. 

!  Recognize beliefs that will facilitate blending of 
functional and academic content learning.  
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The Modules: currently online 
! Module 3 - Planning for Instruction and 

Assessment for Students with Significant 
Cognitive Disabilities 

!  Understand the planning process to develop 
instruction and assessment using both the OACS 
and the OACS-E for students with significant 
cognitive disabilities. 
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The Modules:  What’s next? 
! Module 4: Aligning Instruction to the Ohio 

English Language Arts Content Standards-
Extended 

! Module 5: Aligning Instruction to the Ohio 
Mathematics Content Standards-Extended 

! Module 6: Aligning Instruction to the Ohio 
Science Content Standards-Extended 

! Module 7: Aligning Instruction to the Social 
Studies Content Standards-Extended 
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Sneak Peek  
Language 
Arts 
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The importance of Language 
Arts 
! The ELA standards include skills in:  

! Reading 
! Writing 
!   Speaking 
! Listening  
! Language/Communication 
! And are Integrated into Other Subjects 

S. Benson, K. Staugler (2013) SST Summer 
Institute 

13 



Balanced Literacy is a flexible 
framework where all students 
are valued, knowing that each 
learner may need a variety of 
strategies to become an 
effective reader.  
(Carnihan &Williamson, 2010; Fountas & Pinnell, 
1996) 
 
! LA strands should be evidenced 

throughout instruction every day S. Benson, K. Staugler (2013) SST Summer 
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Have you seen these in the 
classroom? 

! Shared Reading (Reading Aloud) 
! Writing 
! Guided Reading 
! Self-Selected Reading 
! Word Work/Study 
! Phonics 
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Guided Reading/Writing: 
(Fountas and Pinnell, 1996, 2001) 
 
!  The heart of balanced literacy 
!  Brings together homogeneous 

groups of readers 
!  Teaches to skill gaps in small 

groups 
!  Offers explicit teaching  
!  Students engage with level 

specific text as defined through 
data 
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Have you seen this in the 
classroom? 
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Have you seen these in the 
classroom? 

Genres  
Fairy Tales/Fables/Tall 

Tales 

 

Fiction 

 

Myths/Legends 

 
Historic Fiction 

 

Award Winners 

 

Non-Fiction 

 
Mystery 

 

Biography/Auto-Biography 

 

Poetry 

 
Web Resources 

Digital Books 

 

Research 

 

Student/Class Created 
Books 

 
!
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As a student listens to a 
book it is essential that they 
connect with the text 
through their senses.  
! Builds connections to schema 
! Extracts real life meaning from text 
!  Increases engagement 
! Connects therapy with content  
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Have you seen these in the 
classroom? 
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Technology Enhanced 
Literacy Experiences 
! Full range of high and low tech options 
!  Includes instructional and assistive 

technology 
! Enhances access, participation and 

independence  
!  Increases multiple means opportunities 
!  Includes online and classroom resources 
! Practices generalization of skills 
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Have you seen this in the 
classroom? 

S. Benson, K. Staugler (2013) SST Summer 
Institute 

22 



Building writing skills requires 
integration of multiple skill areas  
(Light and McNaughten 2012) 

!  Narrative skills 
!  Language structures for phrases and 

sentences. 
!  Phoneme segmentation skills to breakdown 

words into component sounds 
!  Letter sound correspondence to encode 

sounds into written letters 
!  Spelling skills 
!  Handwriting or keyboarding skills 
!  Knowledge of conventions of writing, such as 

capitalization and punctuation.  
!  Planning, composing and revising.  S. Benson, K. Staugler (2013) SST Summer 
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Have you seen this in the 
classroom? 
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Adapted text and other 
instructional materials (including 
those that are teacher-created) 
must be provided to match ability 
levels and increase access, active 
participation and independence. 
(Musselwhite, Erickson & Ziolkowski, 2002) 
 !  Use simple and consistent sentence structures.    

!  Predictable sentences. 
!  Heavy repetition of individual words within a given passage or story.  
!  Include heavy use of high frequency and decodable words. 
!  Provide a close picture-to-text match. 
!  Control the number of sentences per page.  (2 – 4 per page for 

beginning readers) 
!  Control the number of pages for the complete story or passage.  

(approximately 8 – 10 pages) 
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Have you seen these in the 
classroom? 
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Sneak Peek  
Mathematics 
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A New Look in Mathematics 
! Common Core Practices: 

!  Make sense of problems 
!  Reason abstractly and quantitatively 
!  Construct viable arguments 
!  Model with mathematics 
!  Use appropriate tools strategically 
!  Attend to precision 
!  Look for and make sense of structure 
!  Look for repeated reasoning 
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How the Brain Learns  
(David Sousa 2011).  
!  "[Students] may diligently follow the 

teacher's instructions to perform a task 
repeatedly, and may even get the 
correct answers, but if they have not 
found meaning after the learning 
episode, there is little likelihood of long-
term storage.” 
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Which way will produce 
meaning? 

     3 
 

+  4 
_______ 

OR 
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A framework to move each 
student forward at his or her 
own developmental level. 
(Fosnot and Dolk, 2001) 

!  Strategies: observable organization schemes 
to solve problems. 

!  Big Ideas: central, organizing ideas of 
mathematics 

!  Models: mental maps of relationships that can 
be used as tools when solving problems 
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Have you seen this in the 
classroom? 
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Problem Solving Tasks 
(VandeWAlle and Lovin, 2006) 

!  The problem begins where the students are. 
 
!  The problem must focus understanding of the 

mathematical ideas that are to be learned.   
 
!  The problem must provide ways for students 

to explain or show their solution method as 
part of the problem solving scope.  
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How many ways can you think 
of to solve this problem? 

25 + 5 + 15   

! What tools and strategies might you use 
to show the solution to the problem? 
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Have you seen this in the 
classroom? 
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problem solving application  
(Jimenez 2011) 

! Begin with a problem that has real 
meaning to the student’s life. 

! Present the problem in a story or scenario. 
! Use math symbols to represent the 

problem. 
! Solve the problem within a graphic 

organizer model. 
! Apply the solution back to real life. 
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Have you seen this in the 
classroom? 
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Have you seen this in the 
classroom? 
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Introduction to fractions 
generally involves equal sharing  
! There are eight cookies in the cookie jar.  

How many cookies will Paige and her 
three friends each get?  
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Have you seen this in the 
classroom? 
! How can four candy bars be shared with 

6 children? 
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Three steps to help students 
develop a conceptual 
understanding of measurement.  
(Van de Walle and Lovin (2006)  

! Making Comparisons.  
! Using Models of Units.  
! Using Measurement Tools.  
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Have you seen this in the 
classroom? 
! Drew is using a quart jar to fill his fish tank.  

Estimate how many quarts of water it will 
take to fill the tank. 
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Sneak Peek  
Science 
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Foundations in Science 
! Topics/Themes: 

!  Our Earth 
!  Earth’s History and Resources 
!  Preserving our Planet 
!  Weather Patterns and Systems 
!  The Life of Plants and Animals 
!  Human Genetics 
!  The Discovery of Energy 
!  What is Matter? 
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Inquiry-based learning provides 
opportunities to analyze data and 
encourages deep understanding. 
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Have you seen this in the 
classroom? 

S. Benson, K. Staugler (2013) SST Summer 
Institute 

46 



Technology-enhanced instruction, 
including simulations, enables 
students to manipulate variables 
and quickly see the results. 

http://phet.colorado.edu/en/simulations/category/new  
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Have you seen these in the 
classroom? 
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Importance of teaching 
vocabulary in addition to 
scientific inquiry. 
(Jimenez 2012) 
!  Offer multiple options and examples 
!  Match vocabulary to grade level standards 
!  Use age/grade appropriate vocabulary 

during instruction and assessment 
!  Pre-teach new vocabulary using imagery and 

real life examples as priming for content 
based instruction 
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Have you seen this in the 
classroom?  
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Apply the science to real life. 
(Jimenez 2012) 
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Science is a process in which 
scientists “conduct” science. 
(Jimenez 2012) 

! Use a variety or tools 
! Active participation 
! Make predictions/hypothesize 
! Collaborate/engage with others (peers 

and adults) 
!   Document findings 
! Ask questions 
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Offer many hands-on-learning 
opportunities. 
(Jimenez 2012) 
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Sneak Peek  
Social Studies 

S. Benson, K. Staugler (2013) SST 
Summer Institute 54 



 
 
The National Council for the Social 
Studies (NCSS) has named ten 
themes that address the 
instruction of social studies.  

!  Culture 
!  Time, continuity, and 

change;  
!  People, places, and 

environments;  
!  individual 

development and 
identity;  

!  individuals, groups, 
and institutions;  

!  power, authority, and 
governance;  

!  production, 
distribution, & 
consumption;  

!  science, technology, 
and society;  

!  global connections; 
and  

!  civic ideals and 
practices.   

 
(NCSS, 2002)  
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These themes are to be taught 
within five disciplinary 
standards(strands) that 
compose a social studies 
curriculum (NCSS, 2002) 

! History 
! Geography  
! Civics and Government 
! Economics  
! Psychology 
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Have you seen these in the 
classroom? 

Goods for trade or sale 
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Assessment Options 

Have you seen these in the 

classroom????  
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Foundations in Social Studies 
! Topics/Themes: 

!  Me on the Map 
!  Where Did We Come From and How did We 

Get Here? 
!  The Gifts of a Diverse Nation 
!  Rules, Laws and Government 
!  Protecting our Rights and Freedoms 
!  Sustaining Both People and Land for Future 

Generations 
!  Making Money, Spending Money 
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Integration of Subject Matter 
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Have you seen this in the 
classroom? 
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What are ways the modules 
can be presented? 
!  Independent study by a teacher. 

! Group review and discussion. 

! Presentation workshop with activities. 
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Exit Ticket 
Now that you have been 
through a year… 

! What improvements or growth have 
you seen in classrooms? 

! What are the areas of continued 
need to support teachers? 
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