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Levels of Assistive Technology

The focus of this manual is to address the types of AT that are relevant to the
educational needs of a student. However, it is important to understand the scope of AT
as it applies to all aspects of a student’s life. Assistive technology impacts many areas
of a student’s life, and consideration of these adaptations must be influenced by his/her
specific needs.

Never use a high technology solution for a
low technology problem.

Assistive technology solutions may be described by the “level,” which is generally a
correlation between:

* the technological difficulty of the device itself and

* the level of technical traini ng the student needs to implement
the device.

In some instances, all levels of AT are needed. However, it is never reasonable to use a
complex, costly piece of equipment when a simple, easy-to-use device can bring about
the desired results. The continuum of options must always be considered, and the
selection of equipment should be a match between the student’s abilities and the
purpose of the AT in enabling the student to participate in the educational setting.

Low technology refers to devices that are easy to use and generally do not require
electrical power. The training period for use of such devices is relatively short. Many
times these are simply referred to as accommodations or modifications, and educators
may not realize that they have already considered and implemented AT. A creative
teacher will often utilize “common sense” accommodations that allow students to
accomplish given tasks within the classroom. Often low-tech systems are the
foundation for other levels of assistive technology, developing skills that can be
transferred into more significant phases of independence or participation.

Higher-level technology systems incorporate a wide range of levels for all aspects of life
skills. These systems may involve complex construction or internal structures.
Manufacturers specialize in equipment to accommodate specific disability conditions
and the performance tasks to be accomplished. Such devices may require specific
training in order for the user to take full advantage of their capabilities. However, most
are “user friendly” which means that the user does not have to understand how the
device works in order to use it successfully.
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